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REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

PONDERA COUNTY, MONTANA 

Held in August 2024 

The Board of Pondera County Commissioners met daily in informal session and 
in scheduled meetings on August 7, 14, 21, and 28, 2024. 

AUGUST 7, 2024 REGULAR MEETING OF THE COMMISSION: 

PRESENT: Commissioner Thomas Kuka, Commissioner Jim Morren, Commissioner 
Zane Drishinski, Deputy Clerk & Recorder Tammy Bartsch, Deputy Clerk & Recorder 
Dalayne V anDyke 

LAND ACQUISITION ASSISTANCE & SERVICES-PHASE 1 
Commissioner Drishinski moved and Commissioner Kuka seconded the approval of the 
Land Acquisition Assistance & Services Phase 1 with Robert Peccia & Associates Inc. 
The total engineering fee will be $27,400.00. Motion carried. 

APPOINTMENT OF COUNTY TAX APPEAL BOARD MEMBER 
Commissioner Kuka moved and Commissioner Drishinski seconded for appointing Trina 
Jo Bradley to the County Tax Appeal Board. Motion carried. 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT (CDBG) PROGRAM 
AMENDMENT 
Commissioner Drishinski moved and Commissioner Kuka seconded to approve the 
amended CDBG Program for the Pondera County Growth Policy with Stahly 
Engineering & Associates. Motion carried. 

FEDERAL A VIA TI ON ADMINISTRATION (FAA) FLIGHT INSPECTION 
Commissioner Drishinski moved and Commissioner Kuka seconded the Non-Federal 
Reimbursable Agreement FAA Flight Inspection. The reimbursed cost will be 
$18,176.40. Motion carried. 

JULY COMMISSION MINUTES APPROVED 
Commissioner Kuka moved and Commissioner Drishinski seconded to approve the July 
2024 Minutes of the Commission. Motion carried. 

AUGUST 14, 2024 REGULAR MEETING OF THE COMMISSION: 

PRESENT: Commissioner Thomas Kuka, Commissioner Jim Morren, Commissioner 
Zane Drishinski, Clerk & Recorder Kody Farkell, Deputy Clerk & Recorder Tammy 
Bartsch, Deputy Clerk & Recorder Dalayne VanDyke, DES Coordinator Morgan 
Johnson, Public- Paul Anderberg, Tiffany Christensen (Conrad Library) 

Public Comment -
Tiffany Christensen (Conrad Librarian) was asking questions on House Bill 212, and the 
affects on the taxable revenue for the year 2025 on special districts. 

LAND PURCHASE FOR CONRAD AIRPORT 
Commissioner Drishinski moved and Commissioner Kuka seconded the land purchase 
for the Conrad Airport from Peter & Judy Ellis. The real property is vacant land with a 
total of 1.37 acres. Purchase amount of $5,000.00 using the Capital Improvement fund. 
Motion carried. 
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RESOLUTION ON ALLOWING BALLOT ISSUE TO LEVY TAXES ON ALL 
PROPERTY OWNERS IN ORDER TO PROVIDE FUNDING FOR THE COUNTY 
OWNED HOSPITAL BUILDING 

PONDERA COUNTY, MONTANA 
RESOLUTION #3 - 2024/25 

ALLOWING BALLOT ISSUE TO LEVY TAXES ON ALL PROPERTY OWNERS 
IN ORDER TO PROVIDE FUNDING FOR THE COUNTY OWNED HOSPITAL 

BUILDING 

WHEREAS the Board of County Commissioners has received a request from the 
Board of Directors of Logan Health - Conrad to place a levy request on the November 5, 
2024 ballot; and 

WHEREAS the deadline to submit ballot issue language to the County Election 
Administrator is August 14, 2024; and 

WHEREAS the Hospital voted levy passed by voters in 2014 in the amount of 
$175,000 per year, plus an inflationary factor as allowed by Montana law, expired in tax 
year 2024. In the tax year 2024 the levy generated approximately 12.45 mills, $253,341. 
The Logan Health-Conrad Board of Directors request that the voters of Pondera County 
be given the opportunity to approve or disapprove a continuation of the levy, beginning 
with tax year 2025 for a period of eight (8) years, for the purpose of funding needed 
imminent and future infrastructure and capital needs for the county-owned hospital and 
long-term care building leased to Logan Health. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of County 
Commissioners that a ballot issue be placed on the November 5, 2024 ballot in order that 
the voters may approve or disapprove continuation of the current voted levy for a period 
of eight (8) years. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that, subject to the approval of the Pondera 
County Clerk and Recorder and County Attorney, the form on the ballot shall be as 
follows: 

COUNTY-OWNED HOSPITAL AND NURSING HOME BUILDING MILL LEVY 

Shall the Pondera County Board of County Commissioners be authorized to levy 
sufficient mills, being approximately 12.45, to generate $253,341 plus an inflationary 
factor allowed by Montana law, for a period of eight (8) years, beginning with tax year 
2025, for the purpose of funding needed imminent and future infrastructure and capital 
needs for the county-owned hospital and long-term care building leased to Logan Health. 

The fiscal impact on a home having a market value of $100,000 is estimated to be $15.89 
each year of the levy; on a home having a market value of$300,000 is estimated to be 
$47.67 each year of the levy; and on a home having a market value of $600,000 is 
estimated to be $95.34 each year of the levy. An increase in property taxes may lead to 
an increase in rental costs. 

Additional Information: In 2014 the voters approved a levy for the purpose of funding 
capital equipment and/or building improvements at the county-owned building leased bv 
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BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
Pondera County, Montana 

Isl Jim Morren 

Jim Morren, Chairman 

ATTEST: 
Isl Kody L F arkell 

Kody L Farkell, Clerk and Recorder 
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Isl Thomas A Kuka 

Thomas A Kuka, Member 

Isl Zane Drishinski 

Zane Drishinski, Member 

RESOLUTION ON PROVIDING FOR PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

PONDERA COUNTY 
RESOLUTION #4 - 2024/25 

PROVIDING FOR PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

WHEREAS Section 2-3-103(1 ), Montana Code Annotated, requires that the Board 
of County Commissioners develop procedures for permitting and encouraging the public 
to participate in decisions of the Board of County Commissioners that are of significant 
interest to the public, and 

WHEREAS the Board of Commissioners of Pondera County feel it is in the best 
interest of the County to remove the end time of their weekly business meetings as to allow 
for the meeting to end before or after the previously established end time of 12:00 pm. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of County Commissioners of 
Pondera County that the Board of County Commissioners will hold a regular meeting at 10:00 
am on Wednesday of each week for the purpose of taking final action on any matter of 
significant interest to the public involving the adoption of any rule or resolution, determining a 
contested case, entering into or awarding a contract or any other matter of significant interest to 
the public. 

Adopted this 14th day of August, 2024 as moved by Commissioner Kuka, seconded by 
Commissioner Drishinski, and passed on a 3-0 vote of the board. Effective on passage 
and approval. 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
Pondera County, Montana 

Isl Jim Morren 

Jim Morren, Chairman 

Attest: Isl Kody L F arkell 

Kody L. Farkell, Clerk & Recorder 

Isl Thomas A Kuka 

Thomas A Kuka, Member 

Isl Zane Drishinski 

Zane Drishinski, Member 

PURCHASE OF COMMUNICATION TRAILER FOR DISASTER & EMERGENCY 
SERVICES 
Commissioner Kuka moved and Commissioner Drishinski approved the purchase of a 
2012 used communication trailer from Flathead County for the total of$143,937.00, with 
accessories. Pondera County is responsible for $25,000.00 (paid out of the Capital 
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HEARING CONDUCTED ON HEALTH INSURANCE PREMIUM GAP 
PERMISSIVE LEVY & SHERIFF RETIREMENT SERVICE PERMISSIVE LEVY 
Attending: Commissioner Thomas Kuka, Commissioner Jim Morren, Clerk & Recorder 
Kody Farkell, Paul Anderberg 

The notice of the hearing was published in The Independent-Observer and the Valierian 
August 8 and 15, 2024 issues. 

Commissioner Morren called the hearing to review the proposed Health Insurance 
Premium Gap Permissive Levy & the proposed Sheriff Retirement Service Permissive 
Levy to order at 10:05 am at the Pondera County Commissioners office, 20 4th Ave SW,
Conrad. There was no comment from the public and no written comment was received. 

HEALTH INSURANCE PREMIUM GAP PERMISSIVE LEVY: The County is 
authorized to levy up to 21.85 mills for the levy. The levying amount equals 
$444,659.22. Clerk & Recorder Farkell explained that the County will most likely only 
levy 7.75 mills for the upcoming fiscal year. 

SHERIFF RETIREMENT SERVICE PERMISSIVE LEVY: The County is authorized to 
levy 0.751 mills for the levy. The levying amount equals $15,273.79. Clerk & Recorder 
Farkell stated that the County will most likely levy the full amount for the upcoming 
fiscal year. 

Hearing closed at 10: 10 am. 

HEARING ON FINAL BUDGET FOR FISCAL YEAR 2024-25 
Attending: Commissioner Thomas Kuka, Commissioner Jim Morren, Clerk & Recorder 
Kody Farkell, and Paul Anderberg 

The notice of the hearing was published in The Independent-Observer and the Valierian 
August 8 and 15, 2024 issues. 

Commissioner Morren called the hearing to review the proposed County budget to order 
at 10:11 am.at the Pondera County Commissioners office, 20 4th Ave SW, Conrad. There
were no written comments were received. 

The Commissioners met with department heads in May and June regarding their 
department requests. All areas of the budget were discussed among the Commissioners 
and Clerk and Recorder during the months of June, July and August, resulting in the final 
budget which is the subject of the hearing. Those in attendance discussed the major 
expenditures expected in each department, as well as the revenues to be received. 

Being no further discussion, the hearing was closed at 10:30 am. 

AIRPORT LEASE WITH PETER C ELLIS 
Commissioner Drishinski moved and Commissioner Kuka seconded the approval of the 
farm lease with Peter C. Ellis. The portion of agricultural land adjoining the airport 
containing 1.37 acres, located next to Pondera County Airport. No rent shall be 
exchanged under the terms of the lease. Motion carried. 

APPROVED INVOICE FOR THE JUNK VEHICLE PROGRAM GRANT 
Commissioner Kuka moved and Commissioner Drishinski seconded on the approval of 
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GRANTING REQUEST FOR BALLOT ISSUE TO LEVY TAXES ON ALL COUNTY 
PROPERTY OWNERS IN ORDER TO PROVIDE FUNDING 
FOR PONDERA COUNTY REGIONAL PORT AUTHORITY 

WHEREAS the Pondera County Board of Commissioners has received requests 
from the Pondera County Regional Port Authority requesting that a ballot issue be placed 
on the November 5, 2024 primary election ballot; and 

WHEREAS the deadline to submit ballot issue language to the County Election 
Administrator is August 14, 2024. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Pondera County Board of 
Commissioners that a ballot issue be placed on the November 5, 2024 ballot in order that 
the voters may approve or disapprove an additional mill levy of four ( 4) mills each year, 
beginning tax year 2025, for the purpose of funding the operations of the Pondera County 
Regional Port Authority; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that, the form on the ballot shall be as follows: 

Shall the Pondera County Board of Commissioners be authorized to levy four ( 4) 
additional mills on all taxable property within Pondera County to generate approximately 
$82,000, beginning tax year 2025, for ten (10) years, for the purpose of funding the 
operations of the Pondera County Regional Port Authority? This levy is not cumulative, 
which means the number of mills will not increase over time. This levy is in addition to 
any other mill levies authorized by Charter or law. 

The financial impact of the total of four ( 4) additional mills on a home having a market 
value of $100,000 is estimated to be $5.40 each year of the levy, $16.20 for a home 
having a market value of $300,000 and $32.40 for a home having a market value of 
$600,000. An increase in property taxes may lead to an increase in rental costs. 

FOR levy 
AGAINST levy 

Adopted this 21st day of August, 2024 as moved by Commissioner Drishinski, 
seconded by Commissioner Kuka, and passed on a 3-0 vote of the full board. Effective on 
passage and approval. 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
Pondera County, Montana 

Isl Jim Morren 

Jim Morren, Chair 

ATTEST: 

Isl Kody L F arkell 

Kody L Farkell, Clerk and Recorder 

Isl Thomas A Kuka 

Thomas A Kuka, Member 

Zane Drishinski 

Zane Drishinski, Member 

RESOLUTION ON AUTHORIZING COST-OF-LIVING SALARY ADJUSTMENTS 

PONDERACOUNTY, MONTANA 
RESOLUTION #6 - 2024/25 
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WHEREAS, the Commissioners appointed the County Compensation Board and 
the Board met during a public hearing called by the Commissioners on June 12, 2024 and 
discussed several suggested compensation schedules for elected officials for FY2024/25; 
and 

WHEREAS, the County Compensation Board recommended that compensation 
for elected officials in Pondera County for FY2024/25 be increased by an amount up to 
4.5% cost-of-living adjustment; the recommendation was approved by the members of 
the Compensation Board, and 

WHEREAS, the Compensation Board recommended that, in an effort to 
encourage more interest in serving, longevity for elected officials who do not receive 
longevity per 7-4-2508 (2)(a) MCA be implemented; the recommendation was approved 
by the members of the Compensation Board 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that, effective August 26, 2024, the 
County will pay a cost-of-living salary adjustment of 4.5% for elected officials based on 
the Clerk and Recorder's base salary to be added to the salaries of Pondera County 
elected officials. Additional compensation of $2,000 annually for Commissioners and 
Sheriff will remain at the statutory rates. Additional compensation of $2,000 was 
approved for the Clerk and Recorder who also serves as Election Administrator (pursuant 
to 7-4-2503(d), MCA, effective October 1, 2005). 

Treasurer/Superintendent of Schools $59,186.58 
plus compensation of $3,500 for combined office 

Clerk of Court $59,186.58 

Clerk and Recorder $59,186.58 
plus additional compensation of$2,000 per year allowed under statute for 
Election Administrator duties 

Commissioner $61,186.58 
includes additional compensation of $2,000 per year required by statute 

Sheriff/Coroner $62,410.73 
includes additional compensation of $2,000 per year required by statute (Sheriff) 
plus additional $2,000 for combined Coroner office 
Deputies Sheriff/Coroner will receive $50 per coroner call less than 8 hours in 
duration and/or $100 per coroner call more than 8 hours in duration 

County Attorney/Public Administrator $112,200.02 
State of Montana will pay reimburse the County at a rate set by statute, pursuant 
to 7-4-2502, MCA (2007) 

Justice of the Peace $$59,186.58 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that, effective August 26, 2024 the County will 
pay longevity of 1 % of the Clerk & Recorder's base salary times the years of service for 
all elected officials who do not receive longevity per 7-4-2508 (2)(a) MCA. Longevity 
will be maxed at 12 years of service, continuing at the 12-year rate each year for the 
remainder of the elected official's service time. 
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Airport manager salary will remain at $150 per month 
Seasonal employees' hourly rates will increase to $16.55 per hour, beginning 
March 2025 ($18.55 for returning employees) 

Adopted this 21st day of August, 2024 as moved by Commissioner Kuka, 
seconded by Commissioner Drishinski, and passed on a 3-0 vote of the board. 
Effective August 26, 2024 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
Pondera County, Montana 

Isl Jim Morren 

Jim Morren, Chairman 

ATTEST: Isl Kody L Farkell 

Kody L. Farkell, Clerk & Recorder 

Isl Thomas A Kuka 

Thomas A Kuka, Member 

Isl Zane Drishinski 

Zane Drishinski, Member 

RESOLUTION ON ESTABLISHING SATELLITE ELECTION OFFICE ON 
BLACKFEET RESERVATION IN HEART BUTTE FOR THE NOVEMBER 5, 2024 
FEDERAL GENERAL ELECTION 

PONDERA COUNTY MONTANA 
RESOLUTION #7 - 2024/25 

ESTABLISHING SATELLITE ELECTION OFFICE ON BLACKFEET 
RESERVATION IN HEART BUTTE FOR THE NOVEMBER 5, 2024 FEDERAL 

GENERAL ELECTION 

WHEREAS, the Montana Secretary of State has issued Election Directive #01-
2015 dated October 15, 2015, to all Counties in Montana with an American Indian 
reservation that includes voting-eligible residents to open satellite election offices on 
those reservations, if certain conditions are met; 

WHEREAS, the Blackfeet Tribal Business Council has requested a Satellite 
Election Office on the Blackfeet Reservation in Heart Butte, Pondera County, Montana, 
and has agreed to provide an appropriate location for said office which meets the criteria 
for an appropriate office as detailed in the Election Directive #01-2015; and 

WHEREAS, based on census data and current voter registration numbers for the 
Heart Butte Precinct, Pondera County officials agree to establish a Satellite Election 
Office on the Blackfeet Reservation in Heart Butte for the November 5, 2024 Federal 
General Election as follows: 
Tuesday, October 15, 2024 
Thursday, October 30, 2024 

10:00 a.m. to 3 :00 p.m. 
10:00 a.m. to 3 :00 p.m. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that based on census data and current 
voter registration numbers for the Heart Butte Precinct, Pondera County officials agree to 
establish a Satellite Election Office on the Blackfeet Reservation in Heart Butte for the 
November 5, 2024 Federal General Election as follows: 
Tuesday, October 15, 2024 10:00 a.m. to 3 :00 p.m. 
Thursday, October 30, 2024 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
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BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
Pondera County, Montana 

Isl Jim Morren 

Jim Morren, Chairman 

ATTEST: 

Isl Kody L Farkell 

Kody L. Farkell, Clerk and Recorder 

Isl Thomas A Kuka 

Thomas A Kuka, Member 

Isl Zane Drishinski 

Zane Drishinski, Member 

AUGUST 28, 2024 REGULAR MEETING OF THE COMMISSION: 
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PRESENT: Commissioner Thomas Kuka, Commissioner Jim Morren, Clerk & Recorder 
Kody Farkell, Deputy Clerk & Recorder Tammy Bartsch, Deputy Clerk & Recorder 
Dalayne V anDyke, Public - Paul Anderberg 

SEVENTH DRA WDOWN FOR FEDERAL A VIA TI ON ADMINISTRATION 
PROJECT PAYMENT 
Commissioner Kuka moved to approve draw down #7 for the Federal A via ti on 
Administration Project for the Pondera County Airport in the amount of $1,774,756.66. 
Pondera County required match of 10% cost of $1 77,475.66. Commissioner Drishinski 
seconded. Motion carried. 

VALIER AIRPORT HANGAR LEASE APPROVED 
Commissioner Kuka moved and Commissioner Morren seconded to approve the Valier 
Airport Hangar Lease with Turk Cobell for Unit D2 (640 square feet) for the amount of 
$400.00 per year. Motion carried. 

REGULAR MEETING SEPTEMBER 18, 2024 CANCELLED 
Commissioner Kuka moved and Commissioner Drishinski seconded to cancel the regular 
meeting of the Commissioners scheduled for September 18, 2024. Commissioners will 
be attending the MACO Annual Conference in Missoula. Motion carried. 

RESOLUTION ON LIFTING STAGE 1 FIRE RESTRICTIONS 

PONDERA COUNTY MONTANA 
RESOLUTION #8 - 2024/25 

LIFTING STAGE 1 FIRE RESTRICTIONS 

WHEREAS, Pondera County routinely issues burning permits for the open 
burning of yard debris, stubble, grass, weeds and other miscellaneous wood/lumber 
products which can result in large planned fires; and 

WHEREAS Pondera County issued Stage 1 Fire Restrictions effective July 24, 
2024 due to extremely dry weather conditions; and 

WHEREAS these conditions have lessened due to increased moisture and cooler 
temperatures in Pondera County. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of County 

I 

I 

-



I 

I 

-

I COMMISSIONERS' MINUTES PAGE 107 J 

Adopted this 28th day of August, 2024, as moved by Commissioner Kuka, seconded 
by Commissioner Morren, and passed on a 2-0 vote of the board. Effective on 
passage and approval. 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

Pondera County, Montana 

Isl Jim Morren 

Jim Morren, Chairman 

Attest: Isl Kody Eark-ell

Kody Farkell, Clerk & Recorder 

Isl Thomas A Kuka 

Thomas A Kuka, Member 

Absent 

Zane Drishinski, Member 

RESOLUTION ON DIRECTING THE COUNTY TREASURER TO ISSUE TAX 

DEEDS 

PONDERA COUNTY MONTANA 
RESOLUTION #9 - 2024/25 

DIRECTING THE COUNTY TREASURER TO ISSUE TAX DEEDS 

WHEREAS, pursuant to 15-18-211, M.C.A., the County Treasurer may not issue 

tax deeds to the county (if the purchaser is the county and no other assignment has been 
made) unless the Board of County Commissioners, by resolution, directs the County 
Treasurer to issue a tax deed; and 

WHEREAS, the County Commissioners direct the County Treasurer to issue a tax 
deed on property, where the county is the purchaser and no other assignment has been 
made, and on which the taxes have not been paid prior to the issuance of the tax deed; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED: 

4. That the County Treasurer shall issue tax deeds to the county for that property

where the county is the purchaser and no other assignment has been made, as

specifically described in attached Exhibit A, and on which property the taxes

are not paid before issuance of a tax deed.

5. Prior to issuance of tax deeds, the County Treasurer shall comply with the

notice requirements of 15-18-212, M.C.A.

Adopted this 28th day of August, 2024, as moved by Commissioner Kuka, seconded 

by Commissioner Morren, and passed on a 2-0 vote of the board. Effective on 
passage and approval. 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

Pondera County, Montana 

Isl Jim Morren 

Jim Morren, Chairman 

Isl Thomas A Kuka 

Thomas A Kuka, Member 
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TOWNSHIP 28N R
A

NGE 03W SECTION 24 BLOCK 4 LOTS 70-72, CONRAD 

ARROW ADDITION OF CONRAD, PONDERA COUNTY, MONTANA, 

ACCORDING TO THE OFFICIAL MAP OR PLAT THEREOF ON FILE AND OF 

RECORD IN THE OFFICE OF THE CLERK AND RECORDER OF SAID COUNTY. 

RESOLUTION ON ADOPTING THE FINAL OPERATING BUDGET AND SETIING 
APPROPRIATION AUTHORITY FOR THE FISCAL YEAR ENDING JUNE 30, 2025 

PONDERA COUNTY MONTANA 
RESOLUTION #10 - 2024/25 

ADOPTING THE FINAL OPERA TING BUDGET AND SETIING APPROPRIATION 
AUTHORITY FOR THE FISCAL YEAR ENDING JUNE 30, 2025 

WHEREAS, Section 7-6-4030, MCA, provides that the governing body shall 
adopt the final budget by resolution. The resolution must: 

(a) Authorize appropriations to defray the expenses or liabilities for the fiscal

year;

(b) Establish legal spending limits at the level of detail in the resolution; and

(c) Include any increase in property taxes, including an increase authorized under

15-10-420(1) and the amount by which property taxes will increase on homes

valued at $100,000, $300,000 and $600,000.

WHEREAS, Section 7-6-4020 requires that a preliminary annual operating budget 
must be prepared for the local government; and 

WHEREAS, Section 7-6-4021 requires that the governing body shall cause a 
notice of public hearing on the preliminary or amended budget to be published, and 

WHEREAS, Section 7-6-4024, provides that the governing body must hold a 
public hearing in accordance with the notice given pursuant to 7-6-4021; and 

WHEREAS, The Board of County Commissioners held a public hearing on 
August 21, 2024 where residents of the County were allowed to express their concerns 
about the proposed budget; and 

WHEREAS, The Board of County Commissioners has reviewed the proposed 
budget, received the estimated ending cash balances for all county funds, made changes 
to the budget as deemed necessary following the public hearing and from input by elected 
officials and department heads, and computed the estimated taxes, fees and assessments 
needed to fund the fiscal year 2025 budget. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of County 
Commissioners of Pondera County that: 
The final budget after any amendments to the preliminary budget and after considering 
any public comment is adopted. 
This resolution authorizes: 

(a) Appropriations to defray the expenses or liabilities for the fiscal year.

(b) It sets the legal spending limits at the county fund level. Fund level detail is
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(e) A decrease in property taxes due to (15-10-420 calculation), voted countywide

levies of$3.10, $9.31, and $18.63, respectively for a home valued at

$100,000, $300,000 and $600,000 is included in this fiscal year budget.

Adopted this 28th day of August, 2024, as moved by Commissioner Kuka, seconded 
by Commissioner Morren, and passed on a 2-0 vote of the board. Effective July 1, 
2024. 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
Pondera County, Montana 

Isl Jim Morren 

Jim Morren, Chairman 

Attest: Isl Kod� Forkell 

Kody Farkell, Clerk & Recorder 

TAX ABATEMENTS 1199 

Isl Thomas A Kuka 

Thomas A Kuka, Member 

Absent 

Zane Drishinski, Member 

Commissioner Kuka moved to approve the following abatements: 

NUMBER REASON 

1199 Tax appeal board granted change 
Commissioner Morren seconded. Motion carried. 

CLAIMS APPROVED FOR PAYMENT 

FUND 

Fund Fund Description 

1000 GENERAL 40,658.82 

2110 ROAD 17,945.49 

2130 BRIDGE 659.49 

2131 MDT BRIDGE RAPID REPAIR 279.00 

2140 WEED 2,026.24 

2150 PREDATORY ANIMAL 5,183.00 

CONTROL 

2170 AIRPORT 508.15 

2220 LIBRARY 175,000.00 

2230 AMBULANCE 205.85 

2280 SENIOR CITIZENS 15,000.00 

2290 EXTENSION SERVICE 6,459.46 

2300 PUBLIC SAFETY (LAW 20,622.40 

ENFORCEMENT) 

2401 BRADY LIGHTS 309.94 

MAINTENANCE 

2811 DUI PREVENTION 2,042.00 

2820 GAS APORTIONMENT TAX 1,242.00 

2830 JUNK VEHICLE 872.55 

2850 911 EMERGENCY 3,906.15 

2860 LAND USE PLANNING 2,707.00 

2862 PONDERA CO GROWTH 7,891.22 

POLICY 

2866 NORTHERN TRANSIT 348.57 

INTERLOCAL 

CANCEL ADD 

7844.96 

PARCEL 
NO 

632750 
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4009 

4012 

4013 

7920 

PUBLIC SAFETY CAPITAL IMP 

GENERAL FUND CAP IT AL IMP 

ROAD/BRIDGE EQUIP PURCHSE 

REFUND FUND 

TOTAL CLAIMS 

TOTAL PAYROLL 

TOTAL CLAIMS AND PAYROLL FUNDS 

ADJOURNMENT 

10,172.27 

9900.00 
3,100.00 

14,421.42 

$458,532.55 

$ 312,566.00 

$ 771,098.55 

The meeting adjourned at 5:00 p.m. on August 30, 2024 
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