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REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
PONDERA COUNTY, MONTANA
Held in July 2024

The Board of Pondera County Commissioners met daily in informal session and
in scheduled meetings on July 3, 10, 17, 24, and 31, 2024.

JULY 3, 2024 REGULAR MEETING OF THE COMMISSION:

PRESENT: Commissioner Thomas Kuka, Commissioner Jim Morren, Commissioner

Zane Drishinski, Deputy Clerk & Recorder Tammy Bartsch, Deputy Clerk & Recorder
Dalayne VanDyke

Public Comment-
Zane Drishinski, chairman of Northern Montana Joint Refuse Disposal District
(NMJRDD), commented that a public hearing was held June 27, 2024 for discussion of

issues with NMJRDD. Insurance has been obtained for another year. No action was
needed by the Commission.

OUTSIDE LEGAL COUNCIL WITH EARTHJUSTICE

Commissioner Drishinski moved and Commissioner Kuka seconded obtaining outside
legal council from EarthJustice. Earthjustice, a non-profit public-interest law firm, agrees
to represent Pondera County in connection with the two Class V underground injection
permits in Pondera County. There will be no charge to Pondera County. Motion carried.

REQUEST FOR OUT-OF-STATE TRAVEL APPROVED

County Health Department Coordinator Amy Shaw requested permission to attend the
National Local Board of Health Conference in Nashville, TN beginning August 11, 2024.
Grant funds are available to pay for the travel and registration. Commissioner Kuka

moved and Commissioner Drishinski seconded to approve the out-of-state travel. Motion
carried.

JULY 10, 2024 REGULAR MEETING OF THE COMMISSION:

PRESENT: Commissioner Thomas Kuka, Commissioner Jim Morren, Commissioner
Zane Drishinski, Deputy Clerk & Recorder Tammy Bartsch, Clerk & Recorder Kody
Farkell -

RESOLUTION ON LOAN TO FUNDS HAVING NEGATIVE CASH BALANCES AT
FISCAL YEAR END
PONDERA COUNTY, MONTANA
RESOLUTION #1 —2024/25
LOAN TO FUNDS HAVING NEGATIVE CASH BALANCES
AT FISCAL YEAR END

WHEREAS, generally accepted standards for governmental accounting does not
allow for negative cash balances in any fund, including reimbursable grant funds, at the
close of the fiscal year; and

WHEREAS, four County funds,

Fund 2131, MDT Bridge Rapid Repair Project ($7,443.19)

Fund 2150, Predatory Animal ($767.56)

Fund 2862, Pondera Co Growth Policy CDBG Grant ($29,045.34)
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WHEREAS, Pondera County General Fund has sufficient cash to loan the funds
having negative cash balances on June 30, 2024 in order that the funds will not have a
deficient cash balance; and

WHEREAS the funds shall repay the loan and interest at 0% per annum to the
general fund from the revenue to be received, anticipated to be in July 2024;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of County
Commissioners of Pondera County that the Clerk and Recorder effect the loans to any
and all funds having negative cash balances on June 30, 2024 from the county General
funds and that the loans be repaid as stated above as soon as feasible.

Adopted this 10™ day of July, 2024 as moved by Commissioner Kuka, seconded
by Commissioner Drishinski, and passed on a 3-0 vote of the board. Effective upon
passage and approval.

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

Pondera County, Montana

_/s/ Jim Morren /s/ Thomas A Kuka

Jim Morren, Chairman Thomas A Kuka, Member

Attest: /s/ Kody L Farkell /s/ Zane Drishinski
Kody L Farkell, Clerk & Recorder Zane Drishinski, Member

JUNE COMMISSION MINUTES APPROVED
Commissioner Kuka moved and Commissioner Drishinski seconded to approve the June
2024 Minutes of the Commission. Motion carried.

JULY 17,2024 REGULAR MEETING OF THE COMMISSION:
PRESENT: Commissioner Thomas Kuka, Commissioner Jim Morren, Commissioner
Zane Drishinski, Deputy Clerk & Recorder Tammy Bartsch, Public- Paul Anderberg

PREDATORY ANIMAL CONTROL MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING
Commissioner Drishinski moved to approve the Memorandum of Understanding with the
Montana Stockgrowers Association and the Memorandum of Understanding with the
Montana Wool Growers Association for predatory animal control in Pondera County.
The County will pay $742 for protection of sheep and $8,574 for protection of cattle from
predatory animals. Funding for these services comes from an assessment per head paid
by the sheep and cattle owners. Commissioner Kuka seconded. Motion carried.

SIXTH DRAWDOWN FOR FEDERAL AVIATION ADMINISTRATION PROJECT
PAYMENT

Commissioner Kuka moved to approve grant drawdown #6 for the Federal Aviation
Administration Project for the Pondera County Airport in the amount of $933,581.12.
Pondera County is responsible for 10% or $93,358.11. Commissioner Drishinski
seconded. Motion carried.

REQUEST FOR OUT-OF-STATE TRAVEL APPROVED
County Nurse Shannon Elings requested permission to attend the APHA National
Conference in Minneapolis, Minnesota beginning October 27-30, 2024. This is an all-
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TREASURER’S SECURITIES REPORT

STIP $6,002,000.00 @ 5.3962694%
STOCKMAN BANK BALANCES $9824938.15

STOCKMAN BANK —Collateral Report

3133GDCV0O  $1,108,096.95 FHLMC Pool 1.50% 05/01/2036
3136AY6S7  $220.490.76  FNA 2.58% 11/25/2024
3132D56U1  $1,586.238.35 FHLMC Pool #S 1.50% 01/01/2036
3130AF4W4  $865,000.00  FED HOME LN 4.10% 10/24/2033
3130ARNT4  $2,000,000.00 FED HOME LN 4.50% 04/29/2027
3140XJTX1  $430504.11 FNMA POOL #F 1.50% 04/01/2036
3130AQV26  $1640000.00 FED HOME LN 1.61% 09/04/2024
3137FKWD4  $426500.84 FHMS KC03 A2 3.50% 01/25/2026
3136BRJFS $487303.65 FNM24009 NP 5.50% 6/25/2044
31418D5C2  $146246.44 FNMA POOL # 2.00% 10/01/2036
31418EUTS  $2949275.88  FNMA POOL # 5.00% 07/01/2038
RAYMOND JAMES

07371AYT4 $250,000.00 2.05% Due 02/24/2027(CD)

795451AN3  $250.000.00  1.05% Due 08/18/2026 (CD)

INDEPENDENCE BANK

CDARS 1027617995 08/08/24 4.96505% $500,000.00

CDARS 1027922232  10/10/24 4.48806% $500,000.00

CDARS 1026239644  08/29/24 2.54736% $250,000.00

CDARS 1028058981 11/07/24 4.49763% $500,000.00

CDARS 1027711673  08/28/25 4.36367% $1,000,000.00

CDARS 1027778727 09/10/26 4.08565% $500,000.00

1029032153 08/15/24 4.65049% $250,000.00

1029064225 08/22/24 4.45937% $250,000.00

BUCHANAN CAPITAL

FHLB 3130AQGZ0  07/25/24 1.06% $250,000.00
AMERICAN EXPRESS 02589ADSS 08/19/24 3.35% $250,000.00
UBS BANK USA  90348JZ37 01/13/25 0.84% $250,000.00
FHLB 3130AQHF3  01/27/25 1.125% $250,000.00
FHLB 3130AQIM6  01/28/25 1.25% $250,000.00
JBMORGAN CHASE & 48128WFM2  04/17/25 0.95% $250,000.00
FHLB 3130AQKB8  12/26/25 1.375% $250,000.00
NICOLET NTNL BANK 654062LB2 03/28/25 4.09% $250,000.00
DISCOVER BANK 254673U46 10/05/26 4.29% $250,000.00
WELLS FARGO 049764DA9  07/07/25 5.00% $250,000.00
FIRST FOUNDATION 32026UT22  07/14/26 4.64% $250,000.00
SCHWAB-MORGAN ST 61690DCUO0  02/24/25 5.19% $250,000.00
SCHWAB-AMERICAN CO 02519ABT3  04/02/26 5.19% $250,000.00
SCHWAB-SYNCHRONY 87165E3T2  11/03/26 5.09% $250,000.00
SCHWAB-FIRST PREM 33610RUZ4  11/10/26 5.09% $250,000.00
INTERNTNL BANK OF 45906AEC7  01/26/27 4.09% $250,000.00
SAUK VALLEY BANK 804375EA7  01/29/27 4.14% $250,000.00

JULY 24, 2024 REGULAR MEETING OF THE COMMISSION:

PRESENT: Commissioner Thomas Kuka, Commissioner Jim Morren, Commaissioner
Zane Drishinski, Clerk & Recorder Kody Farkell, Deputy Clerk & Recorder Tammy

Bartsch, Public- Paul Anderberg
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Commissioner Drishinski seconded to approve a loan of the Blue Sky Villa PILT funds to
the Pondera Regional Port Authority in the amount of $12,962.50. Motion carried.

BRIDGE QUICK FIX PROGRAM

Commissioner Kuka moved and Commissioner Drishinski seconded to approve the
purchase of materials for one of the five bridges, under the Bridge Quick Fix Program.
The tunds will be coming from the MDOT Rapid Repair Program Fund. Motion carried.

RESOLUTION ON PONDERA COUNTY STAGE 1 FIRE RESTRICTIONS
PONDERA COUNTY, MONTANA
RESOLUTION #2 — 2024/25
PONDERA COUNTY STAGE 1 FIRE RESTRICTIONS

WHEREAS, continued high temperatures and low precipitation have occurred
within Pondera County during the months of June & July, 2024, resulting in dry fuel
conditions and poor soil moisture conditions has contributed to a High wildland fire
danger: and

WHEREAS the Pondera County Board of County Commissioners declares that all
the private land not under the jurisdiction of the municipalities of state or federal agencies

1s a high fire hazard area.

IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED, by the Pondera County Commissioners that a
County Stage I Fire Restrictions/Open Burning Ban 1s in effect for all lands in Pondera
County, due to HIGH wildland fire danger. The following acts are prohibited until

further notice:

1. Building, maintaining, attending or using a fire or campfire, unless noted and
allowed 1n the exemptions stated below. ‘

2. Smoking, except within an enclosed vehicle or building, a developed recreation
site, or while stopped in an area at least three (3) feet in diameter that 1s barren or

cleared of all flammable matenals.
3. All county-issued burning permits are suspended until further notice and no new

burning permits will be 1ssued.

EXEMPTIONS:
1. Persons using a device solely fueled by liquid petroleum or LPG fuels that can be
turned on and off. Such devices can only be used 1n an area that 1s barren or
cleared of all overhead and surrounding flammable materials within 3 feet of the

device.
2. Persons conducting activities in those designated areas where the activity 1s

specifically authorized by written posted notice.
3. Any Federal, State or local officer or member of an organized rescue or
firefighting force while in the performance of an official duty.
4. All land within a city or town boundary is exempted.

VIOLATIONS:
1. You could be fined up to $5,000 individually or $10,000 for an organization and

imprisonment up to 6 months for violating restrictions and closures.
2. You can be held liable for all suppression costs and damages 1f you start a fire.
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Adopted this 24™ day of July, 2024 as moved by Commissioner Drishinski, seconded

by Commissioner Kuka, and passed on a 3-0 vote of the board. Effective on passage
and approval.

PONDERA COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
Pondera County, Montana

/8/ Jim Morren /8/ Thomas A Kuka
Jim Morren, Chair Thomas A. Kuka, Member
Attest: /s/ Kody L Farkell /8/ Zane Drishinski

Kody L. Farkell, Clerk & Recorder

Z.ane Drishinski, Member

JULY 31, 2024 REGULAR MEETING OF THE COMMISSION:
PRESENT: Commissioner Thomas Kuka, Commissioner Jim Morren, Commissioner
Zane Drishinski, Clerk & Recorder Kody Farkell, Deputy Clerk & Recorder Tammy
Bartsch, Deputy Clerk & Recorder Dalayne VanDyke, Public- Paul Anderberg

DATE, TIME AND PLACE SET FOR PRELIMINARY BUDGET HEARING
Commissioner Drishinski moved to set a public hearing for the county’s preliminary

budget for Wednesday, August 21 at 10:00am 1n the Commissioners’ office.
Commissioner Kuka seconded. Motion carried.

DATE. TIME AND PLACE SET FOR MEDICAL PERMISSIVE LEVY & SHERIFE’S
RETIREMENT SYSTEM PERMISSIVE LEVY

Commissioner Drishinski moved to set a public hearing to discuss the Medical
Permissive Levy and the Sheriff’s Retirement System Permissive Levy for Wednesday,

August 21 at 10:00am in the Commissioners’ office. Commissioner Kuka seconded.
Motion carried.

CLAIMS APPROVED FOR PAYMENT

FUND

Fund Fund Description

1000 GENERAL 34,186.06

2110 ROAD 17,579.06

2130 BRIDGE 106.21

2140 WEED 1,174.31

2170 AIRPORT 3,658.00

2190 COMPREHENSIVE INSURANCE 203,116.17

2230 AMBULANCE 160.65

2290 EXTENSION SERVICE 7,391.52

2300 PUBLIC SAFETY (LAW 7,002.40
ENFORCEMENT)

2371 HEALTH INSURANCE - 165.00
EMPLOYER CONTRIBUTION

2401 BRADY LIGHTS 309.94
MAINTENANCE

2830 JUNK VEHICLE 12.55

2840 NOXIOUS WEED GRANT 34.76

2850 911 EMERGENCY 797.52
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2976 IMMUNIZATION ACTION 106.01

GRANT _

2978 CHRONIC DISEASE GRANT 964.96

4013 ROAD/BRIDGE EQUIP PURCHSE 13,580.00

7920 REFUND FUND 669.89

TOTAL CLAIMS $300,036.41

" TOTAL PAYROLL $345,227.13

TOTAL CLAIMS AND PAYROLL FUNDS $645,263.54
ADJOURNMENT

The meeting adjourned at 5:00 p.m. on July 31, 2024

Pondera County, Montana.

s

Jim Morren, Chairman

ATTEST:
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